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Koto	scores	website	

http://kern.ccarh.org/browse?l=/koto	
http://koto.sapp.org	



String	tuning	

Standard	koto		
tuning	

Folksong	tuning	



Koto	Scores	



Digital	koto	scores	



**koto	representation	in	Humdrum	

**koto         **kuchi        **kern
*M4/4          *M4/4          *M4/4
*tune[d:G:A:B-:d:e-:g:a:b-:dd:ee-:gg:aa]  *  *
!!Section 1
*>A            *>A            *>A
=1-            =1-            =1-
{5+i           te             {2d
-              n              .
3              ton            4A
1s             shan           4d: 4G:
=2             =2             =2
0}             .              4r}
{3|sb          sha            {8A: 8A#:
3|sc           sha            8A: 8A#:
8|.            koo            8.a
7||            ro             16g
6|             rin            8d#
7|o            chin           16gH
.              .              16ah
=3             =3             =3
1c             ton            4d
5|.            koo            8.d
4||            ro             16A#
3}             rin            4A}
{1s            shan           {4d: 4G:
=4             =4             =4
9              chin           4a#
8|             te             8a
7|             tsu            8g
…              …              … 

http://koto.sapp.org/kotospec	

•  Numbers	(+A,B,C,D)	=	string	#	
•  0	=	rest	
•  a,	b,	c	=	fingering	(a=thumb)	
•  {	}	=	phrasing	
•  |	=	beam,	dot	=	aug.	dot	
•  ||	=	16th,	|	=	8th,	nothing	=	quarter	note	
•  +	means	duration	continues,	-	=	quarter	
•  #	=	raise	pitch	½	step	
•  ##	=	raise	pitch	whole	step	
•  ###	=	raise	pitch	1.5	steps	
•  s	=	sha	ornamentation	
	



Nakanoshima,	Kin’ichi	
	(1904-1984)	



Main	schools	of	koto	

Ikuta	school	
•  Flat	plectra	(Tsume,	“claws”)	
•  Ikuta	Kengyō	(1666-1716)	
•  Merge	koto	and	shamisen	styles	
•  Osaka	area	

Yamada	school	
•  Pointed	plectra	
•  Yamada	Kengyō	(1757-1817)	
•  Student	of	Ikuta	school	
•  Incorporates	shamisen	styles	of	

Tokyo	



Sakura	(Cherry	Blossoms)	


